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BOX 1:

Women give birth to babies, men don't.

Some gender-biased statements:

Women are bad drivers.

Most construc�on site workers in Turkey are men.

Men's voices break at puberty, women's do not.

Li� le girls are fragile and boys are tough.

The World Health Organiza�on es�mates that 35% of women across the world experience

in�mate-partner violence or non-partner sexual violence in their life�mes.

Some statement examples based on sex:

Some facts based on the gender concept:
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Another case that we confront some�mes is women in media who assume, consciously

or unconsciously, the male-dominant approach and narra�ve. At least one of us has had to

say “yes” to the use of a woman's photo for an irrelevant subject on a newspaper's front page

or had to agree to reject a GBV news ar�cle because most of the newsroom thought the story

was not worth covering; many similar examples exist …. Figh�ng against a well-accepted

approach is not easy, we all know, but adop�ng a male persona and with it immersion into

the male-dominant language, is not the way to win this ba� le!



BOX 2:
WHO MAKES THE NEWS IN AZERBAIJAN?
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The following sta�s�cs have emerged from a survey jointly conducted by the Interna�onal

Federa�on of Journalists and the Journalists Union of Azerbaijan. A similar survey was last

conducted in 2010.

According to the survey results the por�on of women in news producing agencies is as

follows:

- about 40-45% of employees of na�onal broadcas�ng TV channels;

- about 25-30% of employees of regional TV channels;

Yes, we know it takes �me to change the a� tude of news organiza�ons. But there are

things we can do ini�ally, like establish a network of women journalists for solidarity and act

as mentors for young female journalists; this would be a good start.
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- about 25-30% of employees of regional newspapers.

- about 30-35% of employees of na�onal broadcas�ng newspapers;

A further survey on women's representa�on in decision-making bodies of media

organiza�ons was also conducted in 2011. Of the 90 media outlets involved in the survey

only 10 were headed by women, while of the 15 heads of popular journalist organiza�ons

in Azerbaijan only one is a woman.
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Always ques�on the words and expressions you use; trace their roots. Many

expressions you've been hearing and using for years may contain sexist implica�ons that you

had not no�ced un�l now.

It is always useful to discuss the language with your editorial team and your colleagues.

Common expressions you use without thinking could in fact be gender-biased.

While wri�ng the news, using ac�ve sentences instead of passive, is always important.

Pay close a� en�on to doing so par�cularly when wri�ng stories about women.
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Don't use wordplay. Don't reinforce social prejudice or joke about tragedies. Find

alterna�ves to discourse that discards, patronizes, or trivializes women.

If you use the right term in your news piece, the reader/viewer will also learn it and get

used to it.

Do not use patronizing words like “li� le lady.”
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We have an obliga�on to challenge these stereotypes and to do so we must first

confront our own biases. We can only recognize stereotypes in society if we acknowledge our

own stereotypes.

Of course, women who work in male-dominated professions are always newsworthy,

but it is crucial that their stories are told without clichés or stereotypes. In principle, these

women should not be asked ques�ons that differ from those you would normally ask a man in

the same profession. There is, however, nothing wrong with portraying those women as role

models or achievers. For example, a woman scien�st on the team that develops an algorithm

that captures an image of a black-hole should never be ignored; her achievements should be

celebrated and reported.
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BOX 3:
SOME BAD EXAMPLES

Do not express surprise when you see an a� rac�ve, professional woman.

Avoid clickbait at all costs. Don't ask ques�ons in the headline to trick the reader. Don't

feature in the �tle any elements that aren't in the piece in the hope of ge� ng clicks.
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It can be a good idea to try to prepare databases that compile contact informa�on for

women experts and share it with your colleagues, like the Women's Media Center

SheSource list and the Brookings Ins�tu�on's Women in Tech Source list.¹³ ¹⁴
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Always ask yourself the ques�on “Where are the women in this event and this news

story?” - it will help you find the women's angle. If women are nowhere to be found in the

subject of a piece, that is also newsworthy, for example “no women were in the group holding

the press conference” or “all of the award winners were men.”

Ask yourself how this event will affect women. The answer to this ques�on will give you

the gender angle. Look at sex-segregated data. If data does not exist, try to create it, and if

data shows an issue that affects women and men differently, ask why.

Simply asking whether there's a women's perspec�ve to the story also helps. Try to find

the “women's angle” in the story. It won't work all the �me, but it o�en will.
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Look at women's rights struggles. Follow civil society organiza�ons which are working

for women and girl children and draw a� en�on to their efforts.
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The terminology and the defini�ons
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Never forget empathy

Word choice: 'vic�m' – No; 'survivor' – Yes.
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Do not miss the focus, make your own roadmap.

Always respect privacy. Never share all the details.

Never assume the role of psychologist or judge.
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Make your story accurate.
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As journalists, we are well aware that it can some�mes be very challenging to

talk about sensi�ve issues without crea�ng problems. It is very difficult to report about rape,

because when the story is published, the rape survivors may face exclusion from their

community. News professionals will therefore need to work through these challenges and

invent their own crea�ve ways to cover these cri�cal issues.
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Abor�on is a safe medical procedure when performed by trained and cer�fied

personnel. It is therefore important that stories on maternal health, maternal mortality or

even declining child sex ra�o, clearly highlight that in Azerbaijan abor�on is legal for a broad

range of condi�ons, but that gender-biased sex selec�on may cause many kinds of

problems.²²

A woman and her partner may decide to terminate a pregnancy for a variety of

reasons. Abor�on should not be described as an immoral act, as making this type of

correla�on will lead to the further s�gma�za�on of abor�on and of women seeking

abor�on.

When repor�ng on abor�on the focus is frequently on the woman or the mother-in-law,

while son preference is driven by strong social or family pressure, in which men and women

both play a role.



BOX :4
ETHICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER WHILE
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Duty to inform

Impar�ality

Sources

Fairness

The main principle of journalism, to protect our sources, is crucial for GBV news. For

example, publishing the address of a women's shelter in a piece on male violence could

have serious consequences. Par�cular a� en�on should be given to coverage of “honour

crimes.”

Respec�ng privacy

Journalists' interviews should be sensi�ve; they should also be sure that their repor�ng is

factually correct.

We are newsmakers, thus it is not our job to judge or discriminate. Journalists should be

extremely careful when adding details that could uninten�onally shi� the focus of blame

away from the aggressor.

Journalists should be fair and honest with interviewees. When speaking to those who have

experienced GBV, journalists are responsible for protec�ng their poten�ally vulnerable

sources.

To fully respect the privacy of GBV survivors and their loved ones, we should be careful how

we present the informa�on in order to avoid the possibility of “jigsaw iden�fica�on”

taking place.

²³

Using an overabundance of personal details can sensa�onalize the news item; this should

be avoided.

Accuracy
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� and understanding the balance between the public's right to informa�on and the

suspect's right to a fair trial.

This principle has three angles:

While dealing with GBV survivors, we should always priori�se their best interests and

adhere to the principles described earlier.

� Showing sensi�vity to people who are trauma�sed, to vic�ms, etc.;

� being aware that the subject or the interviewee may be inexperienced in dealing

with the media;

Repor�ng on Gender-Based Violence in the Syria Crisis²⁴

Do no harm

Always protect the anonymity of the GBV survivor.
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Stay away from clichés and do not represent the woman as weak.



HANDBOOK FOR JOURNALISTS
47

TO INCREASE GENDER SENSITIVITY OF MEDIA IN AZERBAIJAN

Expose the perpetrator, not the survivor.
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Never use sexy or sexuality evoking photographs for GBV news.
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One very important note: Photographs

of child survivors must never be used.

Try to reverse this old sexist a� tude, so do not use photographs of women in irrelevant

news.
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Always double check sources and account owners. Contac�ng them directly and asking

for more details is even be� er.

Think twice before pos�ng or twee�ng!



HANDBOOK FOR JOURNALISTS
52

TO INCREASE GENDER SENSITIVITY OF MEDIA IN AZERBAIJAN



HANDBOOK FOR JOURNALISTS
53

TO INCREASE GENDER SENSITIVITY OF MEDIA IN AZERBAIJAN

A trial on the criminal case of Azad Huseynov, accused of killing Nigar Mammadova was held

today at the Baku Court on Grave Crimes.

The sentence was announced by Judge Tamella Nasrullayeva.

In his statement, Azad Huseynov said that he had commi� ed the crime because of jealousy.

Huseynov loved Nigar Mammadova, but her feelings were not mutual. When Mammadova

announced that she was going to marry her cousin, Huseynov stated “You will be either

mine or nobody's” and killed her.

Following the inves�ga�on, Azad Huseynov, 1995, was found guilty of killing Mammadova.

Mammadova was an 11th grade student at secondary school No. 58 in Khatai district.

The court sentenced Azad Huseynov to 20 years in prison. The murder took place in Baku's

Nizami district on 30 April, 2015. Nigar Mammadova, 1998, was brutally murdered at

Bahruz st. 1091. She was stabbed eight �mes in the back.

Azad Huseynov's lawyer asked the court to give a rela�vely light punishment considering

the fact that it was the defendant's first offence and he had admi� ed his guilt. Huseynov

spoke at the trial, sta�ng that he regre� ed what he had done. “I think about her every day, I

did not want everything to be like this. I also die every day. I live in torment,” Huseynov said.

News 1 UNHAPPY END OF LOVE DRAMA AND 20 YEARS

OF IMPRISONMENT IN BAKU
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What is the problem ?

Using the ac�ve voice is more effec�ve than using the passive voice to stress that the

perpetrator is responsible for the violent act.

We are talking about the life of a very young and innocent girl. Would she have wanted

her name to be in the headlines; would she have wanted the details of her life disclosed,

or the fact that she was going to marry her cousin; would she have wanted her address

published? How will her parents feel every �me they see their daughter's murderer's

name and photograph in the newspapers or on the Internet? The principle of keeping

the name of the vic�m anonymous should be respected in murder cases as well.

The first problem is the �tle. The first

things the reader sees are the �tle and the

photo, which immediately influence the reader's percep�on of the story. Choosing

roman�c words such as “unhappy end of love drama” is wrong when covering femicide

news. It beli� les the seriousness of the incident.

When repor�ng the murderer's tes�mony and wri�ng that he “commi� ed the crime

because of jealousy” is a good example of roman�cizing violence. We should not forget

that jealousy cannot be a reason to kill someone. But repor�ng the murderer's

statements, like “I think about her every day” … “I did not want things to be like this”… “I

also die every day”… “I live in despair”… and men�oning the word “jealousy” are hidden

ways of legi�mizing violence.

The focus of the news should be the violent incident, but in this case the focus is mostly

on the tes�mony of the murderer, which could make the reader empathize with him.

The photographs chosen for the news item are snapshots of happy moments in the lives

of the vic�m and the perpetrator. This news story is repor�ng a violent act therefore

happy visuals are not relevant and also have roman�c connota�ons.
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News 2

A criminal trial on the case of Azad Huseynov, accused of killing his wife, was held at the Baku

Court on Grave Crimes, XYZ.com reports.

The incident took place this year in the Binagadi district. Azad Huseynov killed his wife Nigar

Mammadova. According to his ini�al statement, he commi� ed the murder on honour.

At the trial Huseynov was sentenced to 10 years and 6 months imprisonment.

PERSON WHO COMMITTED HONOUR KILLING

SENTENCED

What is the problem ? The �tle of the news is problema�c because

of the usage of the term “honour killings.”

“Honour” is an excuse for the murder of a woman. As journalists, we have to be very

careful using this language and these pretexts which can legi�mize violence and,

therefore, jus�fy the murder. We should never use phrases or words like “honour

killings.”

A 2008 na�onal survey on violence against women in Azerbaijan found that about a quarter of

female respondents (24%) were exposed to various forms of violence by both in�mate and

non-in�mate partners a�er the age of 15. According to another survey, about one in three

men (32.5%) reported perpetra�ng physical violence, and 32.1% of women reported

experiencing this type of violence.³¹

³¹UNFPA/SCFWCA (2018) “Gender Equality abd Gender Rela�ons in Azerbaijan: Current Trends and

Opportuni�es. Report on Findings from the Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES)”, Baku, Azerbaijan

³²Unjust Provoca�on'; Ar�cle 29 (1) of the Penal Code of Turkey;

h� ps://www.legisla�online.org/download/id/6453/file/Turkey_CC_2004_am2016_en.pdf

Do not forget: This type of news might

well be submi� ed as evidence to a court

as ‘unjust provoca�on’ remission.³²
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News 3

According to the indictment, the incident took place at night on June 24-25, 2017. Mother-

in-law and husband of Nigar Mammadova, 1988, found her with another man.

The defendant tes�fied at the trial at the Ganja Court on Grave Crimes, XYZ.az reports.

A trial on the criminal case of Azad Huseynov, 1955, who is accused of commi� ng an

a� empt to kill his daughter for reasons of jealousy in Samukh district, has started.

Mammadova's mother-in-law and husband, who claimed they found her with another man

in the house, first beat her and then cut her hair. Later, Mammadova was subjected to

violence by her father.

Azad Huseynov, who lives in the Nabiaghali se� lement of Samukh district, was informed

about his daughter's immoral ac�ons. He went to Ziyadli village, where his daughter lives in

order to clarify the issue.

Nigar Mammadova admi� ed to her father that she was guilty of immoral ac�ons.

However, Huseynov failed to kill his daughter for certain reasons.

The injured daughter was immediately taken to the hospital.

Later, Azad Huseynov brought his daughter to his house in Nabiaghali se� lement and

injured her with a blunt instrument and then tried to strangle her.

It should be noted that Nigar Mammadova's husband was on duty during the day of the

incident.

Azad Huseynov was charged under Ar�cle 29, 120 of the Criminal Code (A� empt to

deliberately commit murder). Huseynov tes�fied at the trial and admi� ed his guilt.

WOMAN IS BEATEN,

HER HAIR IS CUT – HONOUR KILLING

What is the problem ? The language used in this news text is very

problema�c: using the term “honour

killing” in the �tle; providing full names and addresses; describing the violence in detail,

such as “… injured her with a blunt instrument and then tried to strangle her”; and

men�oning “moral values” as an excuse for the perpetrator.

The claim of “immoral ac�ons” may be understood as the vic�m somehow provoking

the incident. We should be careful about this, because vic�ms should never be blamed

for what has happened to them.

In addi�on, only one side of this news story has been told. We must avoid this.
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Later, Huseynov saw his ex-wife entering a motel. In order to prevent them from escaping

from that motel, Azad punctured the tyres of the car in which he had seen his ex-wife. Then,

he found the room they were in, but according to Azad, he did not mean to kill either his ex-

wife, or the person who was with her.

According to Huseynov, the reason for the divorce was Mammadova's secret mee�ngs with

other men. On the day of the incident, Huseynov went for a walk to a park in Bilajari district

where he lived. Then, he no�ced his ex-wife Nigar in somebody's car.

Azad saw his wife in VAZ 2107, which belonged to another person. Then, he followed the car.

A person who murdered his ex-wife has been detained. Azad Huseynov's marriage, which

led from happiness to disaster, lasted for 11 months. Huseynov, who has two children from

his marriage with 26-year-old Nigar Mammadova, officially divorced his wife last year.

However, the couple shared the same house.

Huseynov said that he saw Mammadova lying on the bed when he entered the room and

killed her.

A man who killed his ex-wife in a motel with nine knife strokes spoke.

Employees of the Absheron District Police Office detained Azad, who fled the scene a�er the

incident. Azad Huseynov, who was quickly detained, was handed over to the district

prosecutor's office. The detainee, who says he regrets his deed, said that he gave his two

children to his rela�ves.

News 4 MAN WHO FOUND HIS WIFE WITH ANOTHER PERSON:

'I DID NOT WANT TO KILL HER'

What is the problem ? The en�re story is one-sided; only the

claims of the perpetrator have been

reported. Since the vic�m is not alive she cannot respond to these claims.

The �tle contains the murderer's reasons for commi� ng the crime and his regret. None

of this should be in the headline. The focus of the story is the crime. We should avoid

using excuses made by the culprit.

All the names, details and places are clearly iden�fied. The act of murder has been

wri� en like a thriller.

We should avoid using narra�ve that could reproduce violence.
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According to data, A.Huseynov stabbed his wife during quarrel between them. She was

hospitalised and her life could be saved. A. Huseynov was charged with Ar�cle 29.120.1

(A� empt to a crime) of the Criminal Code. Recall that in accordance with the inves�ga�on

results A.Huseynov was in an insane state when he commi� ed the crime.

XYZ.com reports that Baku Grave Crimes Court has launched proceedings against Azad

Huseynov who is accused of a� emp�ng to kill his wife.

THE PERSON WHO ATTEMPTED TO KILL HIS WIFE

BROUGHT BEFORE A JUDGE. HE IS SAID TO BE INSANE

What is the problem ? Pain�ng the aggressor as “sick” or using

clichés such as “he's said to be insane” or

was in “a frenzy or rage” are ways of legi�mizing and normalizing violence. There is no

reference to a medical report claiming that he's insane. Even if a special mental condi�on

exists, when we report this in the news we must include a reference to the official

documents. The journalist should try to use the most accurate language possible.

News 5

What is the problem ?

It seems that the writer of this news item thinks it newsworthy to report that not only is it

strange to have a woman correspondent, but believes it is even more interes�ng that she

has allegedly taken a bribe.

Do you think our colleagues would write a

story sta�ng, “Male newspaper correspon-

dent detained for corrup�on”?

Ganja city resident, previously convicted Nigar Mammadova was detained 17 January by

Astara District Police Office employees. According to the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) of

Azerbaijan Republic, Mammadova, who presented herself as an employee of the

Corrup�on newspaper, was detained while she was taking a bribe in the amount of 100

manat from the director of a village's secondary school, Azad Huseynov, while threatening

him. An inves�ga�on is underway.

FEMALE CORRESPONDENT OF CORRUPTION NEWSPAPER

DETAINED DUE TO CORRUPTIONNews 6
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Isn't this story feeding a stereotype, arguing that when women are professionals

they make mistakes, including criminal ones? Besides that, don't you find the

language of the story, especially the �tle wherein it presents the general concept of the

“female correspondent”, to be extreme?

The �tle itself unequivocally asserts that the female journalist is a correspondent for the

newspaper. In the news item itself, we read that she introduced herself as a

correspondent, but the writer of the news item did not conduct basic research and ask

the newspaper if they had a correspondent called 'Nigar Mammadova'.

Other basic things are missing in this news report, like why did 'Mammadova' allegedly

take the bribe?

The story is also one-sided as it is only based on informa�on given by the MIA, as

men�oned in the news above. This is not enough, especially in alleged crime stories.

News 7

The results of the elec�on for the 4th convoca�on of Milli Majlis give basis to the fact that

the number of women depu�es in parliament has increased. It should be noted that 14 out

of the number of MPs of the 3rd convoca�on of the Azerbaijani Parliament were female. As

a result of the current elec�on, 20 women have been elected to parliament.

NUMBER OF WOMEN MPS INCREASES

IN MILLI MAJLIS (LIST)

What is the problem ?

As journalists, we have a responsibility to remind people how things should be.

However, we should fulfil this responsibility based on facts and not our opinions.

While it is good to note that female representa�on in parliament is growing, is it not

important to also consider that, despite the increasing number, representa�on remains

unequal? Half our society is female, so at least half the Members of Parliament should

be women.

As we have discussed before, when you

start looking at issues through a gender

sensi�ve lens, you no�ce new angles in stories. This story underlines the increasing

number of women MPs, which definitely deserves a� en�on.
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It would also be useful to obtain the views of experts and examine the results and

consequences of the underrepresenta�on of women. It would be necessary to

men�on the efforts being made to increase it, too.

How can this news ar�cle be wri� en from a gender-sensi�ve journalism perspec�ve?

WOMEN UNDER-REPRESENTED IN PARLIAMENT

According to the results of the Fourth Convoca�on, women only have

20 seats of the 125-seat parliament.

Although the number has increased from the previous Convoca�on

(from 14-20), this s�ll means that women, who make up 50% of

society, only cons�tute 16% of parliamentary representa�on.

News 8

In Binagady district of Baku a mother turned her back on four children and le� them at the

shelter, saying she was unable to look a�er them, reported Mehriban Zeynalova,

chairwoman of NGO Clean World told Oxu.az. According to her, for a long �me the parents

had appealed to Binagadi District Execu�ve Authority for the placement of children in the

boarding school. "The mother is the vic�m of an early marriage and has had six children. The

couple are divorced, and the father took care of only one of the children, saying that he only

loves that child. The other five were le�under the protec�on of the mother. She brought the

children to the shelter and said she was not able to take care of them anymore. The

youngest child was only six months old, so we could not accepted him too. The mother told

me that there was an order on transferring children to the boarding school. Children will be

taken to the orphanage when the order is brought. "Mehriban Zeynalova noted that when

the children were taken to the shelter, they were neglected. Three of them are boys, and

one is a girl ".

MUM ABANDONED HER CHILDREN IN SHELTER

What is the problem ? As discussed earlier, some of the mistakes

we make when repor�ng on gender issues

are related to using judgmental language, applying double standards and stereotyping.

On this news item, all three mistakes have been made. For example, “turning her back,”
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is very judgmental language. Besides that, we learn from the story that the father

has already le�, yet the mother is the one being scru�nized in the story. His

responsibility is not stressed, making these double standards, while the mother is almost

demonized as she does not fit the generic stereotype of what a mother should be like.

The story men�ons the fact that the children who were abandoned are the children of an

early-age marriage, however, it does not men�on the family condi�ons that led to the

mother leaving her children.

News 9

The mechanism of child benefit for those under the age of 17 is applied in the majority of

developed countries. “There are financial opportunity to restore child benefit in Azerbaijan

as well.” AzNewsXYZ.az reports, as stated by economic expert Vugar Bayramov. According to

Bayramov, the mechanism dra�ed and presented to the public by the Center for Economic

and Social Development is one of the most discussed issues on the agenda. “As the brain

center, we are developing various mechanisms and proposals, and the adop�on or

applica�on of these proposals is sent directly to the Government. To date, the Center for

Economic and Social Development (CESD) has prepared a package of various proposals, not

only for the Azerbaijani Government, but also in several other countries. While dra�ing the

mechanism on child benefit we tried to make it realis�c and ra�onal. All age groups have

been analysed, along with the determina�on of the required funding and its sources,

op�mising the effect of these payments on prices in the consumer market has been

es�mated as well. The peculiarity of our mechanism is providing the jus�fica�on for the

feasibility of monthly payments to 2.6 million ci�zens without placing a burden on the

budget and breaking the price balance in the consumer market. In fact, a�er the

devalua�on in 2015, when the mechanism on applica�on concessions on problem loans

was presented to the Government and the public, many did not believe compensa�on

would be paid for problem loans. However it has finally been carried out. We would like to

believe that our proposal for the restora�on of the child allowance will be admi� ed soon

too. Following submission of the CESD mechanism, the issue of whether child benefit under

the age of 17 exists in other countries or not, was one of the most discussed issues. Is there

child benefit under the age of 17 in other countries? If so what is the mechanism?

Expert noted that while dra�ing the above-men�oned mechanism he used the experience

of different countries: "Child allowance is paid in most developed countries. If we look at

European countries, in Austria children to 3-years old receive EUR 105, ages 3-9 EUR 112

CHILD BENEFIT IS BEING RESTORED- GOOD

NEWS FOR MUMS
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and children aged 9 to 17 EUR 130, respec�vely. In Ireland, all children under the age of 18

receive EUR 140 per month. In Finland, the first child is paid EUR 100 to the age of 17, the

second EUR 110, the third EUR 141, and the fourth child EUR 162. The first and second child

in Germany are paid EUR 194, the third EUR 200, the fourth and any further children EUR

225 per month. There are similar mechanisms in Australia, Canada, France, Italy, Sweden,

Switzerland, Spain, Norway, New Zealand and South Korea, as well as in Central and Eastern

European countries, including Poland and Hungary. In some countries, the amount of child

benefit is adjusted to the level of family income. For example, in Italy, families with an

annual income of EUR 11,422 are paid EUR 250 monthly for each child. The amount of child

allowance rises as family income changes. In Russia, EUR 8,000 is paid to families for the

second child, which is called "maternity capital". These funds are used for the child's

educa�on and other priority purposes. As can be seen, the mechanism of child benefit

under age 17 is applied in the majority of developed countries. Taking into account that the

state revenues of our country increased since 2017, the financial resources exist for the

restora�on of child benefit in Azerbaijan. It means there is a financial base for reinsta�ng

child allowance.

What is the problem ? We should keep in mind that it is the

responsibility of the social state to provide

child allowances, thus presen�ng it as good news for the mother is misleading. Apart

from that, no informa�on is provided regarding to whom this allowance will be paid - the

mother, father or both? What happens if the couple divorce?

Another ques�on which has to be asked, if the ar�cle was supposedly wri� en with a

gender lens, is how the result will affect the lives of other women.
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BOX 5:
CODE OF PROFESSIONAL ETHICS FOR GENDER EQUALITY

IN AZERBAIJANI MEDIA

PRINCIPLE 4. Protec�on of the principle of gender equality and non-discrimina�on:

On 1 November, 2018, the Azerbaijan Press Council amended its Code of Professional

Ethics, which now envisages the following:

4.2. Journalists should not promote gender stereotyping, they shall use gender

stereotype-free images of men and women in the media.

4.3. Journalists shall be sensi�ve to media coverage of gender-based violence cases; they

should not promote gender-based violence and shall raise awareness of its nega�ve

effects in society.

4.4. Journalist should not be discriminated against based on his/her sex in the media

outlet, where he/she works or cooperates; equal rights and opportuni�es shall be

provided for male and female journalists.

4.1. Journalists shall respect the principle of gender equality and non-discrimina�on,

avoid language crea�ng sexual discrimina�on or inci�ng sexist hatred, should not use

sexist phrases; they should not emphasize the sex of the person, if the news content does

not specifically require it.



The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Gender Equality
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The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Preven�on of Domes�c

Violence
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